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Upland cotton ginned in the United States prior to November 1 this season contained a record- 
high proportion of 1-3/32" cotton, according to the Department of Agriculture, Consumer and 
Marketing Service. Forty-five percent of the total ginnings was in this length. The average 
staple of upland cotton ginned through October 31 was 34.6 thirty-seconds inches, the longest 
in history. Middling and higher White grades comprised the smallest percentage of ginnings 
prior to November 1 on record. Cotton miking in the 3.5-4.9 range was equivalent to 90 per- 
cent of total ginnings, an all-time high. Fiber strength averaged 83,000 pounds per square 
inch compared with 87,000 pounds a year ago. 


The average staple of upland cotton ginned prior to November 1 this season was 34.6 thirty- 
seconds inches, the longest average staple for ginnings in any similar period on record. A 
year earlier, the average was 33.9 thirty-seconds inches. Cotton stapling 1-1/8" and longer 
Was equivalent to a record-high proportion - 20 percent - of ginnings through October 31. 

The 1-3/32" length accounted for 45 percent of total ginnings prior to November 1, another 
all-time high, while the 1-1/16" length accounted for 25 percent of ginnings, the smallest 
percentage since 1954. Five percent of ginnings was in the two lengths 1-1/32" and 1 inch 
compared with 12 percent a year ago. The percentage of ginnings stapling 31/32" and shorter - 
five percent - was the smallest for any like period since quality estimates became available. 


The grade index of upland cotton ginned prior to November 1 this season was 92.1 (Middling 
White = 100) against 92.8 for the same period a year earlier. Middling and higher White 
grades comprised 17 percent of total ginnings through October 31, the smallest proportion of 
these higher grades on record. Strict Low Middling accounted for 43 percent of ginnings 
against 37 percent a year ago. The Light Spotted and other Colored grades were equivalent 
to 24 percent of this season's ginnings prior to November 1 compared with 26 percent last 
season. 


The supply of upland cotton to November 1 this season (carryover plus ginnings ) totaled 8.8 
million bales compared with 9.8 million bales a year earlier. Supplies of all staples 
1-1/16" and shorter were down from a year ago. The largest decreases were in 1-1/16" cotton 
which was down 1.5 million bales and in 1-1/32" cotton which was down 0.6 million bales. 

The supply of 1-3/32" and longer staples was up 1.5 million bales from a year earlier. The 
most significant changes in the grade pattern of the supply occurred in the medium White 
grades and in the Light Spotted grades. Supplies of Middling and Strict Low Middling, com- 
bined, were reduced by 0.5 million bales and the Light Spotted grades were down O.3 million 
bales. 


Cotton ginned prior to November 1 this season totaled 4,605,000 bales, according to the 

Bureau of the Census. This compares with ginnings of 4,163,000 bales to the same date last 
season and 5,783,000 bales two years ago. Cotton ginned prior to November 1 this season was 
equivalent to about 43 percent of the indicated 1971 crop against 41 percent a year earlier. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 


prior to November 1, 1971 with 1970 comparisons, by states y 






Grade reductions 





State Grass Total reductions 
1970 1971 1970 Lond 1970 1971 1970 1971 
North Carolina 12.0 eles - Qe - = 12.0 11.4 
South Carolina 166.2 a8 * OES - . 16.2 i2.3 
Georgia 8.2 5.5 0.8 30 - 9.0 8.8 
Florida Ai 1/33 Os) Oss OZ Oa 12.6 18.4 
Alabama 9.4 8.8 * O..2 * 0.2 9.4 9.0 
Mississippi 9.5 a fe Es) 0.6 Oss = OAs 10.1 abe 
Tennessee ier 9.9 Oa - - Os ye 10.0 
Missouri sea, 2.0 - Oren . Doi Lo Se) 
Arkansas 4.8 Ona) Ors Ooen . eel Dios 6.9 
Louisiana Tee His 0.4 0.2 - - Tab Wed 
Oklahoma 8 1S OE 36 - - 255 5.4 
Texas 30 Das 3.4 9.2 ~ . 6.4 14.5 
New Mexico a le Oe Oo - - i Wye i 
Arizona 1.4 5.8 * 0.8 On2 1.6 6.6 
California oll Zou = . Oo: 0.2 Let 2.9 
Other dD 3 - - - - re 1.3 
United States Diet, 7.4 TO 1.6 Y ‘Opt 6.7 G.1 


1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
. Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 9. 


American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple a/ 





os October 1-31 Season through October 31 
an 
Staple Code 1971 1970 | 1971 1970 1971 1970 | 1971 
Grade Bales Bales Pct. Pct. Bales Bales Pet. Pet. 
1 (10) - - - - - - - - 
2 (20) 504 435 8.3 4.3 504 435 8.3 4.3 
3 (30) 3,297 5,441 54:5 «53-5 3,297 5,441 S4.6°> 53.5 
4 (40) 1,775 3,914 29.4 38.5 1,7@S 3,914, 29,4" 35.5 
5 (50) 420 248 70 2.4 420 248 70 2.4 
6 (60) 25 i233 0.4 16d 25 LIS 0.4 1.2 
7 (70) 17 - ad - iy - 0.3 - 
8 (80) - - - - - - ‘ “ 
9 (90) - 19 - 0.2 - 19 - 0.2 
10 (00) ~ - - - - ~ - - 
Total 6,038 10,172 ‘100.0 100.0 6,038 10,172 100.0) 100.0 
Staple Code (32nd inches) 
40 and shorter = = = = = = = = 
42 - - - - = - - = 
44 4,763 7,152 78.9 70.3 4,763 7. ae 78.9% 70.3 
46 17275 3,020 2450 peeved L235 3,020 ZUL7% 2957 
48 and longer - - - - - - - - 
Total 6,038 10,172 100,09 10020 6,038 10,272! ILO ® 100.0 








1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 


